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❖ Who enforces zoning laws? Why are they not enforced? 

❖ If violations are found to be happening against the Lake County Zoning Ordinances’ who enforces a 

solution to the violation? 

o Is there a process for this? 
 

1. Lake County Zoning Ordinance Pages 28-29 Section 801-803 Article VIII. County Zoning Officer is the appointed official 

to enforce the Zoning Ordinance. However, depending on the severity of the violation or category of the violation, the 

State’s Attorney’s office along with the Board of County Commissioners may step in and take the legal action. Violations 

are resolved on a case by case basis depending on the complaint made and severity of the violation. Procedure; Formal 

complaint must be made by the aggrieved party/parties. A follow-up investigation will be performed by Lake County to 

identify the alleged violation. Landowner complained against will receive a letter of the violation and remedy to mediate 

the complaint. Depending on the landowner’s compliance, if they do not comply there are possible civil and criminal 

penalties for a violation. Page 29. Section 803.2 explains those penalties. Also, legal action may be taken against the 

landowners.  

 

❖ How do you go about forcing removal of structures that are clearly abandoned and not safe? Such as places 

that have been flooded or falling over. 

❖ Are there Zoning guidelines about removal of structures that are potentially harmful to neighbors? Such 

as home with mold due to flood waters? 

❖ Is there anything the Lake County Zoning can do about properties not properly maintained? 

 
  

1. The Lake County Zoning Ordinance is not the avenue for unsafe, uninhabited properties. The Lake County Public 

Nuisance Ordinance could potentially be the source of action. It must be a PUBLIC nuisance, meaning it must affect a 

community not just one or two neighbors. The property must be harmful to health, safety and the wellbeing of a 

community. Proving Public Nuisance can be tricky because of landowner’s property rights. Procedure; Formal complaint 

must be made by the aggrieved parties. A follow-up investigation will be performed by Lake County to identify the 

alleged nuisance. Landowner complained against will receive a letter of the public nuisance and remedy to mediate the 

complaint. Depending on the landowner’s compliance if they do not comply there are possible civil and criminal 

penalties they could face. *See attached.  

 

❖ What is the rule on vehicles that are not licensed or used but sitting in yards for long periods of time? 
 

1. Lake County Zoning Ordinance Page 74. Section 1204. Article XII. Vehicles not in use and without current license may 

not be kept in any uncovered area other than a designed junk or salvage yard. Exception: Antique cars being refurbished 

shall not be required to be kept in a covered area. The Lake County Sheriffs Department typically gets involved.  
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❖ Are campers allowed around the lake? 
 

1. Campers or Recreational Vehicles are allowed in designated areas around the lake in the Lake Park Districts. They are 

allowed and conditioned upon to be used as seasonal recreation in public or private campgrounds only.  

 

❖ Are RV, 5th Wheels or any other camper types allowed to be used as a cabin around Brant Lake? 
 

1. Recreational Vehicles are only allowed to be used in seasonal recreational designated areas for seasonal living. They 

are considered a “Vehicle” and not a single-family residential “structure”. The only single-family residential structures 

are stick built homes, manufactured type A & B homes and moved in modular homes such from Custom Touch or 

Superior Homes.  

 

❖ Do covenants have more impact or do Lake County Ordinances/Laws prevail? 

meaning can an area implement a covenant to allow something, such as campers, or is the County or State 

Law the governing law? 
 

1. Covenants are only enforced by the person/persons whom wrote them and by the people living on the described lots 

listed in the documents. State SDCL leaves it up to each county to govern their own zoning regulations. Lake County has 

adopted those Zoning, Subdivision, Comprehensive Plan Ordinances and therefor is the governing body first and 

foremost. All of our ordinances and regulations follow any state standards set by state SDCL. Covenants would be 

followed last by individuals governing their own development. Lake County Ordinance must be followed first. If the 

Covenants are more restrictive, they must be followed on top of the counties. Covenants cannot allow for campers in a 

particular area unless the Lake County Ordinance allows them. 

 

❖   What is Brant Lake Zoned for? 

o Do campers fall into this meaning? 
 

1. Brant Lake is zoning Lake Park District 1 & 2 and also for Commercial such as the bar/restaurant. Lake Park District is 

established to provide for orderly low-density residential and recreational development, together with certain public 

facilities, customary home occupations, and certain creation oriented commercial establishments along lakeshores. 

Campers or Recreational Vehicles are only allowed under a conditional use permit for private or public campground. 

 

❖ Are there any covenants for Brant Lake areas (excluding the City of Brant Lake)? 

 

o Are there any covenants around the lake allowing campers at all? 

o Is there a covenant stating no campers on lakeside lots around Brant Lake? 

o Are there any reasons or ways campers can be “grandfathered” in to an area? Length of time? 

Permits? 
 

1. Covenants are filed legally in the Register of Deeds office in Lake County courthouse. Lake County does not enforce or 

govern them. Campers being used as a single-family structure would be considered a nonconforming use and once 

moved or removed shall not be allowed to continue.  



 

❖ Is there any reason the Zoning Ordinance would allow campers to be approved for use as a cabin? 
 

1. Not at this time, no. They are for recreational seasonal use only and are only allowed in the designated areas. 

However, in the case of an emergency may be permitted upon reason for a short amount of time if; The home was 

destroyed by natural disaster and this home is the primary residence and the ONLY residence owned by the landowner. 

MUST possess a permit for such camper by providing evidence of the circumstance and also must posses a rebuild 

building permit with my office.  

 

❖ Are campers subject to same taxes as a “home”/cabin with a permanent foundation? Why? 
 

1. No, a cabin or home is a “structure” that can be assessed upon. A camper or Recreational Vehicle is a “vehicle” and 

cannot be assessed for tax purposed. Lake County Equalization Office could explain more in-depth.  

 

❖ Are campers allowed to hook up to the sewer system around Brant Lake? 
 

1. Brant Lake Sanitary District would be the contact for this question. Lake County cannot govern or regulate within 

Sanitary district boundaries. Lake Madison Sanitary District strongly enforces and prohibits any hookup to their district 

unless they are permitted and within a designated campground.  

 

❖ Is it beneficial for organization such as BLIA to aid in attempting to mitigate any community/neighbor 

inquiries or complaints first? 
 

1. Unknown, no other association takes on this type of responsibility. It could potentially be a liability for that individual 

or Association since the only enforcement official is Lake County. It would be in the best interest of that association to 

contact an attorney for the legal advice.  

 

❖ When are building permits needed, other than the obvious situation of new construction? Example pouring 

concrete – adding a deck – putting up a fence – putting up a shed. 

o How long are permits good for? 

o Do you need approval from any other organizations to issue the permit, such as the 

BLIA? 

o Are there general setbacks to be followed? 
 

1. *Please see attached.  

 

Mandi Anderson 

Lake County Zoning Official  


